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A speech contest was approaching. As a foreign student I was afraid that I wouldn’t/\ good

be
enough to compete. But after several discussion with my host family, | decided to take up a_
discussions the
challenge. | want to improve both my English and public speaking skills.
wanted
The hardest part was overcoming my fear of speak in front of people. At first, I would just
speaking
forget anything because | was so nervously. But gradually, | became less fearful when I looked
everything nervous

for the audience. After two months of daily training, the speech contest began. Surprisingly, |

at

started winning-fer-awards! As the season progressed, | felt much confident and enjoyed speaking
more(EX7E much J& N more)

in front of people.

FEoF. BEHRE L1, o 15)

Xiaoming, my next-door neighbor, is always occupied with extra-curricular activities on

Sundays. Take last Sunday, for example. In the morning he attended an English class and a
so-called Olympic Math training class at the local Children’s Palace. In fact, Xiaoming doesn’t
like math. Shortly after a quick lunch, he was rushed in his father’s car to a private tutor to
practice (playing) the piano for an hour. Later, he was again taken to another tutor to learn painting

for another hour. At the end of the day, Xiaoming was tired both physically and mentally.



What a poor boy! Children like Xiaoming should be allowed to do what they are really
interested in rather than what their parents think is important. Give them more free time and

choice and they’ll be happier and healthier.



